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HOUSING OPTIONS AND CHOICE

1. Valuing People Aims

Valuing People said housing was important. The aim is for a choice of where and how you live. 

· The Government want people living with their families to be able to plan for a home of their own. 

· People with learning disabilities can live successfully in many types of housing.

· Local authorities should expand the range and choice of housing, care and support services. 
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· Most people with a learning disability live with their families. 

· Of those who have moved out, most live in residential care homes. 

· Few have their own tenancy or own their own home.  

· People have quite limited opportunities in getting housing.

· Not many people find their homes through local authority housing or homelessness applications. 
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· People often don’t apply to the Council for housing because they don’t think this will be successful. 

· There may be little choice of type and location of property offered.

· Housing should be planned alongside support and funding. It can be complicated.

· Those with special needs may find it difficult to find the right kind of accommodation.

· Others applying for housing may have higher priority.

· Councils usually do not always consider the wider range of housing options that are possible.

Ideas for action 

· Applications for housing need to be more user friendly. 

· Accessible information is needed and help with making an application. 

· Where applicants will need support as well as housing this should be planned at the same time. 

· One way of doing this is a Housing Option Plan which says what housing and support someone wants and how it could be done. 

4. Ways of getting more housing 

Valuing People says people with learning disabilities can live successfully in many types of housing
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· Owning their own home.

· Renting from a landlord.

· Sharing with others

· And other special residential services

Housing Associations have been very important as partners with voluntary organisations and local authorities. They have skills in building and managing housing. They are able to borrow money and can respond to local needs.

The Housing Corporation funds housing association homes aims to continue to provide ‘supported housing’. 

Many people still want to share and some will need  specially designed accommodation. 

Some people will need adapted or ground floor housing. 

Groups of flats together are also a useful option. 

Shared ownership

Shared ownership allows choice and is not expensive. A housing association takes care of the repairs. 

Rented housing

In some areas there is housing for rent – this can be private, council or housing association housing. 
Ideas for families putting money towards housing

There are a number of ways in which family property or money can be used to provide housing.

Ideas for action 

· The Valuing People Support Team will work with the new Regional Boards on the Valuing People agenda. 

· Social Services should contribute information on needs locally to housing planners and providers. 

· Housing associations provide supported housing and shared ownership for people with disabilities.
· Private renting and family investment for housing can also be used. 
· People need help from local services with finding the kind of housing that will suit them. 
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5. Paying for rent and support costs

There are some are some difficulties over paying for support services 

· It is not always clear who will pay  

· Rules about who pays can make it hard to move home 

· There never seems to be enough money to pay for new services

Sometimes rents for people with disabilities are higher than average. Housing benefit levels need to allow for this.

The Supporting People initiative has been good in bringing new funding. Supporting People teams need to work with social services to agree funding and avoid closing services. 

The Independent Living Fund (ILF) may pay for some support costs for people to live more independently. Local authorities can help to organise this.

Direct Payments can help people pay for their own support. Local authorities should encourage more people with learning disabilities to use direct payments. 

Ideas for action

· People need local advice about how to pay for housing and support including Direct Payments and ILF.

· We need the money to pay for new services. 

· Councils need to review how they spend money on current services and use this money in better ways.

· Find different ways to support people that are good value.

· Partnership Boards need to work with Supporting People teams and local housing departments.

· Rules which make it difficult to move need changing
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